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~ Taxes as percentage of
~gross wage earnings

Country

Figure 10.4 Percentage of gross wage earnings paid in income tax and employee
Social Security contributions in eight countries in 2006, for Example 3. These
percentages are for single individuals without children at the income level of the
average worker. (Data from the Organization of Economic Cooperation and
Development, www.oecd.org/document/17/0,3343.en_2649-34533_38148433_1_1_1_1,00
html. This figure was created using the Minitab software package.)
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Watch those scales!
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204 CHAPTER 10  Graphs, Good and Bad

‘Percentage increase or decrease
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Year'

Figure 10.8 Percentage increase or decrease in the S&P 500 index of common stock
prices, 1971 to 2003, for Example 7. (This figure was created using the SPSS software
package.)
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Figure 10.9 Value at the end of each year, 1970 to 2003, of $1000 invested in the S&P
500 index at the end of 1970, for Example 7. (This figure was created using the SPSS
software package.)
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