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Avoiding Unnecessary Sorts

B Sorts.canheravoided in some situations

B BY groups with an Index

— Iffa data set includes an index, you can use a BY
statement on the Indexed varable witheut having
used PROC SORT

— The BY statement can be used in a DATA step or
PROC step

—  Processing a data set with an index may. be less
efficient than PROC SORT

— Does not index if DESCENDING or NOTSORTED
are used or data Is pre-sorted
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Avoiding Unnecessary Sorts

You.cansactually'group on formatted values
rather than the variable itself

GROUPFORMAT option can only be used In
the DATA step

GROUPFORMAT allows you to create groups
witheut creating a new. variable

The CLASS statement Is an under-used
resource, especially in PROC MEANS and
PROC UNIVARIATE
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Using a Threaded Sort
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Removing Duplicate Observati
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